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At last! Short works by some of CBA's best-loved fiction authors-including Jerry Jenkins, Randy

Alcorn, Terri Blackstock, Deborah Raney, and Angela Elwell Hunt-are compiled in one gripping

volume! These masterfully told short stories promise to transport readers around the globe with

amazing tales of international romance, mystery, and humor. A short bio accompanying each story

allows readers to "meet" their favorite author. And the book even has a philanthropic element: all

contributors are donating their royalties to The JESUS Film Project, a ministry of Campus Crusade

for Christ International.
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Since the Christian fiction market is sorely in need of a good short story collection, it's especially

disappointing that this set, featuring some of that market's most popular novelists, falls flat. The

series opens with Jerry Jenkins (of Left Behind fame) offering a didactic two-page vignette that's not

even fiction; one wonders why editor Carlson chose to begin so inauspiciously. The stories are

"tales of faraway places," many of which recount Christian life in foreign lands. In "Is This the Day?"

Randy Alcorn seems more intent on educating American readers about Christian persecution in the

People's Republic of China than he does with telling a memorable story. Angela Elwell Hunt, who

recently won a Christy Award for apocalyptic fiction, also wields a heavy-hitting agenda in "The

Farthest Country," which depicts representatives of heaven and hell as dueling real estate agents



who attempt to convince an elderly man to reserve an eternal condo with their "landlords" (God and

Satan). The collection's best work comes from award-winning Anne deGraaf, who, unlike many of

the other contributors, has spent significant blocks of time in the cultures she writes about (Eastern

Europe and Africa). Sharon Ewell Foster, Robert Elmer, Athol Dickson and Liz Curtis Higgs also

offer above-average tales, all concerning young women coming of age and coming to terms with

cross-cultural ambiguities. Despite these more memorable yarns, however, the collection as a whole

falls victim to its determination to privilege moral lessons over good storytelling. (Sept.) Copyright

2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Collecting stories by the foremost names in Christian fiction, editor Carlson, a author of the

"Whispering Pines" series, provides a glimpse of the writing styles of Jerry B. Jenkins, Randy

Alcorn, Terri Blackstock , and other too numerous to name. The standout is Sharon Ewell Foster's

"A Trip to Senegal," about a young black woman whose light skin makes her an object of ridicule

until she meets a Senegalese hairdresser who shows her the inner beauty God gave her. Another

exceptional story, "Is this the Day I Die?" by Alcorn, portrays China's reign of terror against

unregulated churches and one man's discovery of the depth of his faith. The stories inspire hope,

faith, and love. This excellent introduction to a wide variety of contemporary Christian authors is

required for all collections. All royalties from the book will fund The Jesus Film Project, a multilingual

video reenactment of Jesus's life.Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

What a delicious reading find. The price is simply the cost of the shipping at this point in time. The

29 stories short stories are from a wide variety of very accomplished Christian writers. What a great

way to try out new authors. What a wonderful book to set aside for short reading periods. It takes

only a few minutes to read one story.All of the authors contributed the royalty they should have

received to the Jesus Film project.I believe my favorite, although many of the authors have already

become favorites of mine before I found this book, was the story titled "At the Village Gate" by

Sigmund Brouwer. It had such a surprise ending. I was caught off guard. But many others were a

close, tying second place.This is also a value purchase for any church library. Treat your church

friends and buy it for your church. You and they will be blessed. I was.

great book to read

I've always loved short stories. And I've read enough short stories to know that writing a *good*



short story is a tremendously difficult art. The writers of this collection may have proved themselves

at writing novels, with successful Christian novelists such as Karen Kingsbury, Randy Alcorn,

Angela Elwell Hunt, Terri Blackstock, Jerry B. Jenkins, Sigmund Brouwer and others all trying their

hand at the shorter form of writing. These writers collectively are members of ChiLibris, an

organization of Christian novelists, with all royalties going to the evangelistic efforts of the JESUS

Film Project. The stories themselves have the theme of international settings and travel, and like the

novels of these writers seek to focus our attention on eternal spiritual truths. Their ambitions and

intentions may be noble, but that doesn't mean that they are guaranteed to write good short stories.

Fortunately, they themselves are not very pretentious, as is evident from the introduction.The

collection of 29 stories as a package is rather so-so, with many rather "ordinary" stories that fail to

stir emotion or the heart. But there are a few outstanding efforts that are certainly worth reading.

Probably the three best stories in the collection are Randy Alcorn's "Is This The Day?" which

although weighed down by excessive informative detail, is a thrilling story about persecution in

China with a suspenseful climactic twist; Athol Dickson's "Hannah's Home", a stunning tale of the

love of an adoptive mother with a breath-taking twist; and Robin Jones Gunn's "Innocent as Doves",

which makes you appreciate the riches of having your own copy of the Bible with a realistic tale

about Bible smuggling in East Europe in the days of communism. Not quite on the same level, but

also relatively good are Terri Blackstock's "So Shine", a fascinating and gripping conversion story

which looks at a Christian from the point of view of an unbeliever; Robert Elmer's "Maren's Flag", a

story about two women's misunderstanding of each other; Angela Hunt's "The Farthest Countries"

which runs the danger of being trite, but describes heaven and hell in terms of real estate; and

Karen Kingsbury's "A Reason To Live", a story of God's special providence involving a baby girl in a

Russian orphanage.The rest of the stories in this collection, however, were nothing more than

ordinary at best. I also encountered various theological difficulties, on numerous points where the

theology of the authors clearly differed from my own, and this naturally also detracted from my

enjoyment. Examples include views on grace, ecumenism, revelation, universalism, forgiveness,

lotteries and angels. Is it worth it? Perhaps for the few outstanding stories, but aside from these if

you miss this collection you don't miss much. Volume 2 in this series is a much better buy. -GODLY

GADFLY

I am a librarian and I have an hour commute to and from work each day so I listen to a lot of

audiobooks. This is one of the best audiobooks I have ever heard. One of the stories about a

Chinese Christian man and his family living under oppression really blew me away.I was holding my



breath as I waited to find out if the family would be shot for gathering to praise the Lord. It's a good

thing that it is a rare tale, because I couldn't take that much suspense on a regular basis!

While I haven't read every story in the book, I've had a wonderful taste that has whetted my appetite

to read it from cover to cover. I can't wait until it releases this summer so I can treat myself to stories

by some of the best authors in the business.
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